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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claim 20 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to BURLAND, CALL, EYERMAN and KIM. Rejections based 
on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent 
#757,175 to BURLAND. BURLAND discloses the use of a shade (as shown in figure 2) 
including at least two adjustable length (lines 42-44) supports (A) each having spaced 
second ends (SE) and first ends (FE) that connect to a single connector (9), see 
attached exhibit. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent 
#2,723,673 to CALL. CALL discloses the use of a shade (as shown in figure 1 ) 
including at least two adjustable length (adjustable by being telescopic, column 2, line 
70) supports (14) each having spaced second ends (31) and first ends (FE) that 
connect to a single connector (50), see the attached exhibit. 

Claims 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent #3,867,01 9 to EYERMAN. EYERMAN discloses the use of a shade (1 1 ) 
including at least two adjustable length (adjustable by being telescopic) supports (17) 
each having spaced second ends (as at 12) and first ends (FE), see the attached 
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exhibit, that connect to a single connector (15). Regarding claim 21 , each support (17) 
includes a resilient member (32) and a bar (28,30) wherein the bar (30) includes the 
second end (as at 12). In reference to claim 22, the resilient members (32) are housed 
within a tubular portion (30). Regarding claim 23, each resilient member (32) is coupled 
to the first end (FE) by member (28). 

Claims 20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent #5,002,083 to KIM. KIM discloses the use of a shade (as shown in the 
figures) including at least two adjustable length supports (1) each having spaced 
second ends (SE) and first ends (FE) that connect to a single connector (CN), see the 
attached exhibit. Regarding claim 21, each support (17) includes a resilient member (4) 
and a bar (1 ) wherein the bar (1 ) includes the second end (as at 12). In reference to 
claim 23, each resilient member (32) is coupled to the first end (FE) by member (28). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9-19 and 24-26 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claims 9-19, the prior art of record fails to teach the use of a sunshade 
including the combination of a central portion having a groove for receiving a locking 
member and at least one leaf member hingedly connected thereto by an integral thin 
portion. 
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In reference to claims 24-26, the prior art of record fails to teach the use of a 
sunshade including two adjustable length supports having one end spaced from the 
other and another end of each support connected to the same connector. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot, in part, in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1909. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (703) 308-0839. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A tent cover retaining device is disclosed for tents hav- 
ing an exterior frame supporting a tent fabric. A hook 
extends integrally from each frame member, adjacent to 
a folding joint, and a rubber string secured to the tent 
cover is connected to the hook. This prevents the tent 
cover from slipping down when the frame members 
adjacent to the joint are folded with the joint upward. 
The tent cover of the folded tent is stabilized in position 
and is not permitted to slide loosely on the tubular tent 
frame component. This is particularly important when 
the tent is re-erected and the frame is unfolded. 

2 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 




